
TO JOHN LINNELL 
 

April 25th, 1827 
 
DEAR SIR, 
 
I am going on better every day, as I think, both in health and in work. I thank you for the ten 
pounds which I received from you this day, which shall be put to the best use; as also for the 
prospect of Mr. Ottley’s advantageous acquaintance. I go on without daring to count on futurity, 
which I cannot do without doubt and fear that ruin activity, and are the greatest hurt to an artist 
such as I am. As to Ugolino, &c. I never supposed that I should sell them. My wife alone is 
answerable for their having existed in any finished state. I am too much attached to Dante to think 
much of anything else. I have proved the six plates, and reduced the fighting devils ready for the 
copper. I count myself sufficiently paid if I live as I now do, and only fear that I may be unlucky to 
my friends, and especially that I may be so to you. 
I am, sincerely yours, 
 
WILLIAM BLAKE 


