“Christ's Hospital Five and Thirty Years Ago”, Essays of Elia, 1823

The culprit, who had been a third time an offender, and whose expulsion was at this time deemed
irreversible, was brought forth, as at some solemn awfo da fe, arrayed in uncouth and most appalling
attire—all trace of his late “watchet weeds” carefully effaced, he was exposed in a jacket, resembling
those which London lamplighters formerly delighted in, with a cap of the same. The effect of this
divestiture was such as the ingenious devisers of it could have anticipated. With his pale and frighted
features, it was as if some of those disfigurements in Dante had seized upon him. In this disguisement
he was brought into the hall (L.'s favourite state-room), where awaited him the whole number of his
school-fellows, whose joint lessons and sports he was thenceforth to share no more; the awful presence
of the steward, to be seen for the last time; of the executioner beadle, clad in his state robe for the
occasion; and of two faces more, of direr import, because never but in these extremities visible.



