
TO JOHN GISBORNE 
 

Lerici, June 18th, 1821 
 
[…] 
I do not think much of not admiring Metastasio; the nil admirari, however justly applied, seems to 
me a bad sign in a young person. I had rather a pupil of mine had conceived a frantic passion for 
Marini himself, than that she had found out the critical defects of the most deficient author. When 
she becomes of her own accord full of genuine admiration for the finest scene in the Purgatorio, or 
the opening of the Paradiso, or some other neglected piece of excellence, hope great things. 
[…] 


